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MITRE Health Advisory Council  

About the Council  
MITRE’s mission is to solve problems for a safer world. As a not-for-profit organization, MITRE works in 

the public interest across federal, state, local, territorial, and tribal governments, as well as industry and 

academia, to tackle challenges to the safety, stability, and well-being of our nation.  

We operate multiple federally funded research and development centers (FFRDCs) on behalf of the 

federal government. We address healthcare and public health issues through our FFRDC work for 

multiple agencies, including the Department of Health and Human Services, the Department of 

Veterans Affairs, the Department of Defense, and the Department of Homeland Security.   

Purpose  
MITRE established the Health Advisory Council to engage visionary health and human services 

executives to formulate actionable strategies to solve the nation’s most important problems in 

healthcare, public and population health, and social services. The Council includes former health 

system CEOs, former government officials, and key health and human services thought leaders.  

The Health Advisory Council strengthens MITRE’s unique vantage point as an impartial expert advisor 

to our government FFRDC sponsors and the nation. MITRE’s intent is to innovate as a thought partner 

to bring forward actionable strategies to solve the public’s crucial health and human services 

challenges.  

Objectives  
• To leverage the experience of senior-level executive thought leaders to inform MITRE actions 

that achieve strategic outcomes that will transform health and human services in the United 

States 

• To guide MITRE to inform how we operate federally funded research and development centers 

on behalf of the government, helping MITRE apply new thinking to solve the most important 

problems in healthcare, public and population health, and social services 

• To help MITRE better serve as a trusted advisor who can work across industry and government 

to pioneer innovative approaches that drive the future of healthcare, public health, and a 

healthier society 

Membership  
Health Advisory Council members must be free of conflicts of interest, or the appearance of same, as 

disclosed to and determined by MITRE.   

Government Guest Participation  
MITRE may invite government employees to attend Council meetings as guests on a voluntary basis.  

Rules Governing Council Discussions  
Council discussions operate under the Chatham House Rule. Participants are not allowed to attribute 

any comments made during the meeting to an individual or organization.   



Council Members  
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Gail Wilensky, Ph.D.  

Council Co-Chair   

Economist and Senior Fellow, Project 

HOPE Former Director, Medicare & 

Medicaid Agency  

Christine Cassel, M.D.  

Former President & Chief Executive Officer, 

National Quality Forum  

Executive Advisor to the Dean, Kaiser 

Permanente School of Medicine  

Helen Darling  

Strategic Advisor on Health Benefits  

Former President & Chief Executive Officer, 

National Business Group on Health  

Former Interim President & Chief Executive 

Officer, National Quality Forum   

Wyatt Decker, M.D.  

CEO, OptumHealth  

Former Vice President & Chief Medical 

Information Officer, Mayo Clinic   

Former Chief Executive Officer, Mayo Clinic in 

Arizona   

Lynn Goldman, M.D., M.S., M.P.H.  

Michael and Lori Milken Dean and Professor of  

Environmental and Occupational Health, Milken 

Institute School of Public Health at the George 

Washington University  

Former Assistant Administrator for Toxic 

Substances at the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency  

 

Darin Gordon  

President & Chief Executive Officer of Gordon & 

Associates, LLC  

Commissioner, Medicaid and CHIP Payment and 

Access Commission (MACPAC)  

Former Director, Tennessee Medicaid Program – 

TennCare 

 

George C. Halvorson  
Council Co-Chair  
MITRE Trustee since 2014  

Former Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, 

Kaiser Permanente  

James Peake, M.D.  

Senior Vice President, CGI  

Lieutenant General USA (Retired)  

Former Secretary, U.S. Department of Veterans 

Affairs Former Surgeon General, US Army   

Glenn D. Steele Jr., M.D., Ph.D.   

Chairman, GSteele Health Solutions  

Former President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Geisinger Health System  

Reed V. Tuckson, M.D.   

Managing Director of Tuckson Health 

Connections, LLC  

Former Executive Vice President and Chief of 

Medical Affairs, UnitedHealth Group  

Mary K. Wakefield, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N.  

Visiting Distinguished Professor in the Practice of 

Health Care, Georgetown University   

Visiting Professor and Distinguished Fellow, 

University of Texas at Austin  

Former Deputy Secretary, Health and Human 

Services  

Former Administrator, Health Services and 

Resources Administration  

Jonathan Woodson, M.D.   

Director, Institute for Health System Innovation & 

Policy, Boston University  

Major General, U.S. Army Reserve and is the 

Commanding General of the U.S. Army Reserve 

Medical Command  

Former Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health 

Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense 
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